
September 20, 2005

Dear Member:

I'm writing this on the Guild's Election Day. By the time you get this, the votes will have been counted and
you'll know who won, but this letter was written before the vote count took place. I'm writing to defend the
Guild, and certain individuals, against a slew of charges; since some of those individuals were candidates
in the election, to defend them before now would be to open the Guild to charges that guild resources -
the stationery and postage on this letter - were being expended to advantage certain candidates. Such a
charge wouldn't be true, but it could be made.

Outgoing Board of Directors member J.F. Lawton has made a series of charges and insinuations against
the Guild and individuals on the website writeraction.com, a privately run forum open to WGA members
only. In addition to his own charges, he references charges made by Guild member Eric Hughes on his
website, erichughes.net. Mr. Hughes was a principal source for an article that appeared yesterday in the
New York Times Business section, in which Mr. Hughes is quoted as saying, "What they [the Guild] [a]re
doing is stealing from dead people and non-members." Also yesterday, the Guild was sued by emeritus
member William Richert; the suit, which seeks class action status, also attacks the Guild for collecting
foreign levies on behalf of non-members. The New York Times article, which announced the lawsuit,
disclosed that the plaintiff's lawyer, Neville Johnson, had previously sued the Guild over an alleged abuse
of our credits arbitration process "with help from Eric Hughes."

If you missed the story in the New York Times, it has been posted in the "Members Only" section of our
website. The article points out, correctly, that the Guild has, on its website, a list of people for whom we
are holding funds that are, so far, undeliverable. The Times found some famous names on that list and
accompanied the article with pictures of Vladmir Nabokov, Michelangelo Antonioni, Alan Pakula, Tom
Clancy, Mary McCarthy, George Plimpton and Preston Sturges. The Mary McCarthy and George
Plympton [sic] we are holding money for are not the famous writers pictured, but the rest are: we are
holding between $2.38 and $205.00 for those other famous people or their estates. It's indeed
embarrassing that we've been unable to "find" these people or their heirs, particularly in the case of
Preston Sturges, whose widow and family attended the opening of the new library and inaugurated the
Preston Sturges lounge. We clearly need to do more to find people we owe money to, and we will. I truly
shake my head over the fact that Preston Sturges' name was on that list.

But contrary to the insinuations in the article and Mr. Hughes' quote in it, the Guild is not hiding anything
or trying to steal anything. The only reason the Times was able to cite these names is that we publish the
list on our website. Moreover, a name stays on the website in spite of efforts to contact the person, and
even if we have sent a check that hasn't yet been cashed. Further, these claims never expire. That
money will always be available for the individual or their heirs, no matter no matter how long it takes
before they come forward or we are able to identify them. Finally, the priority for staff resources in locating
people or estates goes to those we are holding the most money for; we do not prioritize by which names
are most readily recognizable.

I urge every member to check the website for the people and estates we are trying to locate. Can you
give us any help? We'd appreciate it.









William Richert


William Richert
NB:  The following letters were written by the outgoing wga president and the 2009 wga executive director in advance of the notice of settlement sent by the courts re william richert vs wga.
these letters openly defame the lead plaintiff by saying the lawsuit is against the honest union.  they prejudice the outcome.



Now I'd like to turn to some of the other charges that Mr. Lawton and Mr. Hughes have made. I know that
I run the risk of giving these charges more publicity by refuting them. On the other hand, I feel morally
obliged to answer these hurtful accusations before leaving office.

Mr. Lawton asserts that the Guild is corrupt. He implies that Patric Verrone, as Secretary-Treasurer, and
Elias Davis, as a member of the Membership Finance Committee, have knowledge of financial
irregularities including the Guild "stealing from our members." These charges are false. Your Guild is not
corrupt. There is not a shred of evidence that they, or anyone else on the Membership Finance
Committee, have anything less than the highest ethical standards in their stewardship of our members'
money. And to be blunt, they couldn't steal money if they wanted to. I am very confident that we have
robust and redundant financial controls in place to protect our members' money, and these are backed by
annual audits by our independent accounting firm, Miller, Kaplan, Arase and Company LLP.

Mr. Hughes charges that Miller, Kaplan has joined with the Guild Officers, Board, Membership Finance
Committee and Guild Staff in "an effort to hide from the membership" the Guild's policies with respect to
foreign levies. The Guild has not tried to cover up anything about foreign levies and there are no grounds
to suspect that Miller, Kaplan would ever participate in any financial irregularities or cover-ups.

Mr. Hughes makes various charges about Robert Hadl, a long-time consultant to the Guild. Bob Hadl
represents both the WGA and DGA in our foreign levies partnership. It is largely due to his efforts that the
Guild has collected so much money in foreign levies. He is also a consultant to the Guild on MBA
Negotiations. Both the DGA and the WGA know that he consults with us on MBA matters as well as
acting for us jointly on foreign levies, and neither Guild regards that as a conflict of interest. Both Guilds
have complete confidence in Mr. Hadl's personal integrity, and fully trust that he would step down from
one role or the other if he found himself in a conflict of interest between the two Guilds.

Mr. Hughes alleges that in 2001, Bob Hadl, disappointed that he was not appointed SAG's chief
negotiator, recruited a spy on the SAG Negotiations Committee; that John McLean, John Wells and I
agreed to this; that Cheryl Rhoden created a fake job for the spy with our then Washington DC lobbyist
and then fired the lobbyist when the lobbyist objected to this "crime." Mr. Hughes then names the
supposed spy: Ninon Aprea, who currently works in the Guild's Organizing Department.

None of this is true.

Ninon Aprea, a thoroughly decent human being who in no way deserves to be collateral damage in Mr.
Hughes' campaign against the Guild, is an actress and a former SAG Board Member. During the long
SAG Commercials strike of 2000, Ms. Aprea worked part time on a special project for our then
Washington lobbyist and ultimately for the WGA. As our former Washington lobbyist knows perfectly well,
Ms. Aprea's part time job was not only real, it demanded a high level of diplomatic skill and personal
charm in reaching out to some of the most prominent people in the industry. She did her job very well.
When the Guild ended our relationship with our then Washington lobbyist, apparently the lobbyist felt,
wrongly, that Ninon Aprea was in some way responsible. Shortly thereafter, Ms. Aprea was accused of
having a conflict of interest with SAG by working for us. She made a full disclosure to SAG; to the best of
my knowledge, no responsible person at SAG ever believed for a second that Ms. Aprea was a spy for
us. After all, Ms. Aprea started her part time work for us well before SAG's 2001 Theatrical and Television
negotiation, and Ms. Aprea was not on that negotiating committee - she was on the committee for the
commercials negotiation, not the one that's the equivalent to our MBA.

Finally, aside from the fact that we would not employ someone to spy on the SAG Negotiations, we would
not need to. There was an official WGA representative present throughout the SAG Negotiations in 2001,
just as there was a SAG representative throughout our Negotiations in 2001. Again in 2004, we had
observers present at each other's Negotiations. And Ms. Aprea is once again working for us and doing an
excellent job.













There have been other charges made against the institution and individuals and I'm sure there will be
more; I bet some get sparked by this letter. It's not my intention to try to answer them all, nor is it my
intention to assert that the Guild is perfect. Far from it. We can always do better. The people who get
elected today will have a ton of work to do, and I wish them the best. Those who ran but weren't elected
also performed a most valuable service by participating in the democratic debate and pointing out how
the Guild can improve. Everyone who represents you in Guild office is a volunteer. Sometimes their
service involves considerable personal sacrifice. However vigorous the debate, and however much you
might disagree with your representatives, individually and collectively, I hope every member will bear in
mind that the same fundamental motive - to serve one's fellow writers - exists in those who offer to
represent us. My hat's off to all of them.

Sincerely,

Daniel Petrie, Jr.
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Inside Move: Levies lawsuit leads Petrie to lash 
out 
  
Ankling WGA West prexy sends letter to membership 
  
By DAVE MCNARY 
 
  
Daniel Petrie Jr. has ended his second term as WGA West president with his guns blazing. 
Petrie has sent an aggrieved four-page letter to all 8,000 WGA West members to complain about 
accusations against the guild, mostly about how the union has collected but not yet dispersed 
foreign levies to writers such as Tom Clancy, Vladimir Nabokov, Preston Sturges and Alan 
Pakula. 
The WGA West, which currently holds about $23 million in such funds, was sued Sept. 16 by a 
former member alleging it's not authorized to collect those funds for non-members and hasn't 
distributed the monies. 
"The guild is not hiding anything or trying to steal anything," Petrie asserted, responding to what 
he called insinuations in news stories by former presidential candidate Eric Hughes, who ran 
against Petrie last year. He also noted the guild's Web site contains the names of those owed 
money and that the names stay on the site despite efforts to contact the person and even after a 
check's been sent. 
"We clearly need to do more to find people we owe money to," Petrie said, noting Sturges' widow 
recently attended the opening of the Writers Guild Foundation's library. "I truly shake my head 
over the fact that Preston Sturges' name was on the list." 
The WGA has asserted it's distributing $8 million this year, but Hughes is unimpressed, saying 
the guild hasn't made serious efforts to let writers know about the funds. He points to the lack of a 
mention of the foreign levies on the Web site's front page and asserts there's no actual "list" of 
writers owed money on the site. 
"It doesn't wash that the guild has been struggling to identify writers who are due foreign levies," 
said Hughes, who has posted extensively about the issue on his own Web site. "I have to do 
whatever it takes to help writers. If the guild is not going to take the business of the guild 
seriously, then it is my job and the job of others who care to do it." 
Hughes also claimed there's little effort to contact non-members about the funds, asking 
rhetorically, "Other than hiring a psychic, how do non-members know that the WGA is holding 
money for them?" 
Petrie also blasted outgoing board member J.F. Lawton for statements on the Writeraction.com 
site about financial irregularities. "These charges are false," Petrie said. "Your guild is not 
corrupt." 
Lawton told Daily Variety that the WGA West should conduct an independent investigation about 
the foreign levies. "I would love to be proven wrong," he added.   Read the full article 
at: http://www.variety.com/story.asp?l=story&a=VR1117929646&c=18   
!
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Whistle-blower sues WGA 

Ex-staffer Mial accusing Guild of wrongful termination 

By DAVE MCNARY 

 
The Writers Guild of America West has been hit with a whistle-blower suit by a nine-year 
employee, who alleges she was fired in retaliation for questioning the legality of the guild's 
distribution of foreign levies to writers and testifying to federal investigators. 
Teri Madrid Mial, who filed the suit Wednesday in Los Angeles Superior Court, accused the WGA 
West of wrongful termination in her July 7 dismissal from her post as a trusts and estates 
manager at the guild. 
"Plaintiff's termination violated the state of California's fundamental public policies in favor of the 
right to raise meritorious complaints as well as the right to object to and refuse requests by 
defendants to violate California and federal law," Mial's suit said. 
A rep for the WGA West said the guild had no comment. The WGA West has never publicly 
acknowledged the existence of the probe, and general counsel Anthony Seagall told Daily Variety 
in June, "We are aware of no federal investigation." 
Mial's lawsuit, however, accuses the guild of firing her after discovering she had participated in 
the investigation. And it alleges she was dismissed on a trumped-up charge of making a death 
threat against another guild employee. 
"Ms. Mial repeatedly objected to the WGA West's illegal and deliberate failure to disburse foreign 
levies collected by the WGA West," the suit said. "Prior to Ms. Mial's wrongful termination, the 
U.S. Dept. of Labor launched an investigation into the guild's collection and distribution of foreign 
levies. Guild leadership has not disclosed an accurate accounting of the foreign levies collected 
on behalf of its members, nor has it distributed all foreign levies that have been collected." 
The suit asserted five causes of action and asks for compensatory and punitive damages along 
with seeking triple damages due to the fact that Mial is a senior citizen. 
It's the second suit filed against the WGA West over the issue of foreign levies, which are funds 
collected in more than a dozen countries on behalf of the WGA. Those nations typically impose a 
fee on blank videocassettes and VCRs as a sort of copyright use tax for films and TV programs 
aired in those markets. 
The WGA West was sued in September 2005 by William Richert ("The Man in the Iron Mask") 
over collection of foreign levies for non-members. Richert -- who has since asked to withdraw 
from the suit -- alleged the WGA has no authority to collect the funds for nonmembers, hasn't 
communicated that information to the affected writers and hasn't paid them. The DGA was hit 
with a similar suit last May. 
The WGA and DGA have agreements to handle those funds for U.S. writers and directors -- both 
members and nonmembers -- in Argentina, Austria, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain, Slovakia and Switzerland. 
Mial's suit alleges that when she was fired, she was not given the opportunity to respond in the 
presence of a neutral individual and not allowed to explain the circumstances surrounding the 
alleged threat, nor was she given the opportunity to explain the content of the statements she 
made to the Dept. of Labor. She also asserted that the attorney present for the guild, Ellen 
Greenstone, refused to listen to her explanations in addition to having a conflict of interest as a 
result of her firm's work in the Richert suit. 
The guild's only substantive response on the foreign levies issue came a year ago, after Richert's 
suit was filed, when it admitted it had $23 million. 



Daniel Petrie Jr., who was in the final days of his presidency, sent a letter to all 8,000 WGA West 
members to complain about the accusations against the guild, focusing on complaints that the 
guild had collected but not yet disbursed foreign levies to writers such as Tom Clancy and to the 
estates of Vladimir Nabokov, Preston Sturges and Alan Pakula in amounts ranging from $2.38 to 
$205. 
But former presidential candidate Eric Hughes has asserted the foreign levy amounts due to 
writers are much larger, noting quarterly payments from Germany for the Sturges estate during a 
single quarter of 1999 exceeded $5,000. He also confirmed the Dept. of Labor's investigation 
earlier this year. 
"Ms. Mial's courage and decency in standing on the side of writers has made her a heroine to 
those of us now pursuing the truth that comes with justice," Hughes said Thursday. "And soon, 
her heroism will be known to thousands of other writers, as well as the heirs of thousands of 
others." 
The Dept. of Labor does not comment on ongoing investigations. 
Former WGA West board member J.F. Lawton told Daily Variety he believes the federal 
government's investigation into foreign levies has been ongoing for several years. Lawton, who 
served on the board between 2003 and 2005, spoke with Dept. of Labor investigators as part of 
the feds' probe into the 2003 presidential election. 
"It was clear to me that the Dept. of Labor knew that there were serious problems at the WGA 
West at that point," he added. 
The Dept. of Labor found the WGA West had failed to properly qualify Victoria Riskin as a 
candidate in the 2003 contest; she was allowed to run despite not having written enough to be an 
active member. That led to the feds' supervising the 2004 contest. !

William Richert
NB:  THIS SHOWS WGA FALSIFYING THE FACTS OF THE LAWSUIT, AND ALL 8000 ARE TOLD WILLIAM RICHERT IS ESSENTIALLY LYING TO COURTS ABOUT WRITERS



    

William Richert
THIS LETTER FROM THE UNION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SHOWS THE WGA SAYING THE JUDGE APPROVES WHAT THE UNION DID ALL ALONG.  BUT THAT IS NOT TRUE.
THIS PROPAGANDA LETTER WAS SENT OUT TO MEMBERS BEFORE
SETTLEMENT LETTER, TELLING THEM WILLAM RICHERT’S CASE WAS BOGUS.



    

 

William Richert
THE ‘STATUS OF CERTAIN UNDELIVERABLE FUNDS’ IS STILL UNRESOLVED 3 YEARS AFTER THE SETTLEMENT WAS SIGNED.  ON THE WGA WEBSITE
DAVID YOUNG ALSO TOLD MEMBERS THE LAWSUIT WAS FILED BY A ‘NON MEMBER’ AND THIS FALSEHOOD REMAINS EVEN THOUGH JUDGE WEST TOLD YOUNG TO REMOVE IT




